
Would You Participate where there is NO ñFUN?ò 

 

During the past several weeks, Linda and I have had the oppor-

tunity to attend several Region, District, and Chapter events.  

After each event we seem to end up discussing how many of 

our friends and family were not in attendance.  Where are they?  What are they 

doing?  We just miss seeing each of them.  We hear many explanations of why 

Members leave GWRRA.  Some have sold their motorcycle, some are getting too 

OLD, some have other interest, some have poor health, and the list goes on.  This 

is what Members say, but, is it the real reason?  Will a Member step up and say ñI 

just donôt participate or renew because there is no ñFUNò?   Probably not, so we 

keep on fooling ourselves by not providing a ñFUNò environment and we just keep 

on loosing Members.  Why donôt WE ALL  take a look at why WE joined GWRRA 

in the first place?  We hear many reasons for this also.  Isnôt the real reason be-

cause we were introduced to and told of the ñFUNò they were having attending 

Chapter Gatherings, going on rides, and attending events.  We wanted others to 

join in on the ñFUNò so we invited them join us at one of our Gatherings.   

 If ñFUNò is what makes most of us join GWRRA, it only stands to reason 

that in order to get Members to stay is to insure that they are having ñFUNò.  At 

each of the GWRRA events we attended the main focus was on having ñFUNò.  

 Would ñYOUò attend or participate where there is no ñFUNò?  

 Not likely!  

 Who is responsible for providing the ñFUNò?    Some will say the Chapter 

Director, some will say the Membership Enhancement Coordinator, some will say 

the Ride Coordinator, and we say it is every Member .  Do we talk to other Mem-

bers at the Chapter Gathering?  Do we belong to a ñCLIQUEò within the Chapter?  

Do we sit with the same group at every event and exclude others?  Do we volun-

teer to assist?  Do we make others feel welcome and a part of the group as much 

as we want to be made feel welcome?  Letôs all stop for a few minutes and take 

an inventory of ourselves, our participation, and our contributions to the ñFUNò 

we are enjoying and giving other Members.  There is probably room for improve-

ment in each of us.   

 We joined GWRRA for the ñFUNò and we will stay for the ñFUNò.      
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What an Absolute HONOR!! 

 What an absolute honor!   Thatôs the sum total in one wordéhonor.  As anyone whoôs 

ever been involved in the Couple of the Year Program can attest, youôll never have any more fun 

or be made to feel any more special than to be celebrating the honor placed on you by your chap-

ter.  As simple as all that sounds, itôs amazing that some folks still have trouble grasping this idea.  

Maybe itôs just too good to be true, or maybe weôre so used to óearningô our way, that we balk at 

the simple idea that the Couple of the Year is to have a BLAST, with no strings attached.   Believe 

me; we had some of the same misgivings and those hesitating urgings.  We were afraid weôd dis-

appoint our chapter, or not live up to what others expected of us.   But, with their encouraging sup-

port, we finally decided that if it we could possibly have even more fun in GWRRA, why not ómilk itô 

for all itôs worth.   Trust me, weôve had and are still having the time of our lives.   The past three 

years have been  packed full of quality time with our old friends, meeting and making new friends, 

and treasuring the wonderful times the two of us are spending together, all because of this won-

derful program.    

 As we enjoyed the Chapter, District, Region and now at International level, weôve learned 

so much about the organization, and certainly have enjoyed being treated much better than we 

deserve.  We feel so honored and blessed.  When a couple is selected at any of the levels, keep 

in mind, the judges made their decision based on ówhat they sawô, ówhat they heardô, and ówhat 

they readô about the candidates.  The most special level of all is being selected as the Chapter 

Couple of the Year.  This selection was made by friends who really know you.  Theyôve worked, 

played, laughed and cried with you for a long time.  Their decision was made where the rubber 

meets the road.  Now THATôS SPECIAL!!!  If youôve been chosen as Chapter Couple of the Year, 

value the fact that you have been honored by the folks who know you best and were probably 

some of the first people you met in GWRRA.   What an honor, an ABSOLUTE HONOR! 

Alan & Carolyn Little 

International Couple of the Year 2009-2010 

Alan & Carolyn 

Little 

2009- 2010 

International 

Couple of the 

Year 

Shirley Stephens ðGarcia Carolyn & Alan   

Alan Little & Ed Johnson
 

Jerry Childers  

òSqueezedó in 
on the  

FUN! 
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News from the Home Office   

News 

from 

Melissa Eason 

Executive  

Director 

 Are We REALLY Welcoming our New Members? 

 

 Youôre at your monthly Chapter meeting and there happens to be a new couple attending. 

The Chapter Director welcomes them to the meeting, and everyone says hello.  Then the meeting 

progresses as usual; and at the end, folks mingle with those Members who theyôve known for 

months or even years.  After all, the meeting is only once a month and itôs good to chat with our 

friends. The new couple, a little overwhelmed with all the new faces and information, approach a 

friendly-looking Member and ask a couple of questions.  This Member is very accommodating and 

answers their questions but then walks away to chat and laugh with his old friends.  Was this 

Member rude?  No, not by any means.  Did he assist the new Members with their ques-

tions?  Yes, he did.  Did he do everything within his ability to make the new Members feel wel-

come?  Probably not.  

 Weôve all been the new kid on the block at one time or another; either at school, work, 

church, or other associations.  Weôre looking for friendly faces, someone who will take us under 

their wing and introduce us to their friends and show us the ropes.  Fast forward to next monthôs 

meeting.  The new couple arrives and exchanges a few hellos with their fellow Chapter Mem-

bers.  But their fellow Members are busy once again chatting with their old friends. Although they 

are polite in acknowledging the new couple, no one really engages them in conversation.  Now, 

letôs fast forward to the next monthly meeting.  Where is the new couple?  Theyôre nowhere in 

sight. They have chosen not to return.  We wonder why but just figure GWRRA was not for them. 

 Many people within GWRRA are very gregarious and outgoing, who need little or no en-

couragement to make themselves comfortable within a group.  But, as we all know, there are oth-

ers, who are more reticent and possibly shy, that may need a little more help in feeling like a part 

of the group. We are hearing more and more from ex-members that the reason they didnôt renew 

is they were never made to feel welcome and, even worse, that no one ever contacted them about 

rides or meetings.  Some have said that it appeared the Chapter Members had established friend-

ships, and they had no interest or desire in making new ones. 

 Maybe we could make an effort to be sure that each Chapter Member not only introduces 

himself to the new Members but spends a few moments chatting and getting to know them as 

well.  Or, possibly a Chapter Buddy could be appointed to the new couple for the first few meet-

ings.  

 Whatever we decide to do, letôs make it a point to be sure we, as Chapter Members, do 

all that we can to make our new Members feel welcome.  After all, they took the first step by at-

tending the meeting.  Letôs take the next steps necessary to aid them in their quest for ñFriends for 

Fun, Safety, and Knowledge.ò 

 Melissa Eason 

GWRRA Executive Director  

 

New 
Members  


