
 

 

 

 As most of you already know, except Linda, I have the answer for every-

thing.  Well, in this case I must admit that we do not have the answer and we 

need your help.  The Membership Enhancement Division slogan for the past sev-

eral years has been ñWe are Listening, What is your Solution?ò  Now we need you 

to turn this around and give us your ñSolutionò as we are Listening.  The question 

is, HOW DO WE STOP THE DECLINING MEMBERSHIP IN GWRRA?  A Mem-

ber once told us that things looked different from the bottom.  He was saying that 

Members at the Chapter level have a different outlook and perspective on things 

than we do.  Weôre not sure we agree with this but we always try to keep this in 

mind when dealing with GWRRA matters.  In the case at hand we would like to 

know what your solution is to declining Membership.  As we learn in the Horizons 

Program we can accomplish more by working together and actually we donôt have 

all the answers (this time).  So we are asking for your input and thoughts on a 

solution.  We know, you will probably read this and continue on doing something 

else.  STOP, send me an email right now!   Weôll even give you the link so you 

wonôt have to look it up.  MED4U@comcast.net .  Letôs solve this problem!  You 

may be the one with the solution.  We will be waiting to receive your emails.                
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Alan and Carolyn Little - Qdfhnm ƏMƐ 

International Couple of the Year  2009-2010 

 Many of you know by now that our new International Couple of the Year 2009 ï 2010 is 

Alan and Carolyn Little.  They were selected at Wing Ding 31 in Tulsa, Oklahoma.   

 Alan and Carolyn Little reside in Oakboro, North Carolina, about 30 miles east of Char-

lotte. They have been married 40 years and have two daughters and sons-in-law and five grand-

daughters.  Both of their daughters and their families live within 25 miles, so they see them often 

and look for opportunities to spoil the grand-daughters every chance possible.  

 They have been members of GWRRA and Chapter NC-T2, Lake Tillery Wings, in Albe-

marle since November 2002. They have served T2 as Assistant Chapter Directors, Motorist 

Awareness Coordinators, Recruiting and Retention Coordinators and Sunshine Lady. Alan & 

Carolyn are Level IV Master Tour Riders.  They were Chapter Couple of the Year in 2007, North 

Carolina District Couple of the Year 2007/2008, and Region N Couple of the Year 2008/2009. 

 Alan is retired from the Air Force/NC Air National Guard as Senior Master Sergeant and 

from the Stanly County Board of Education. He still works for the school system technology de-

partment under contract as a computer technician. Carolyn is Personal Property Supervisor for 

Stanly County Tax Administration. 

Alan & Carolyn 

Little 

New on the MED Web site -- http://med.gwrra.org  

The Recruiting and Retention tools have been updated.     This will help you with the ARL 

report. 

ITINERARY: Alan and Carolyn Little - International Couple of the Year 2009 -2010 

2ND QUARTER ï JUNE AGEE CHAPTER NEWSLETTER AWARD WINNER  -- Texas U 

Pictures: Red Hat Meet and Greet at Wing Ding 31 Tulsa.  

 Recruiter of the Year - Zelmer Williams 

 Each year GWRRA selects a Recruiter of the Year based upon the number of new Mem-

bers that are recruited during the calendar year.   Zelmer Williams was the 2008 Recruiter of the 

year.   Congratulations, Zelmer!  This year the Membership Enhancement Division presented Cer-

tificates of Appreciation to the next four top recruiters for their recruiting efforts.   At Wing Ding 31 

Certificates were presented to:    Clara Boldt - 53 Recruits;  Howie Taylor - 44 Recruits;  Sher-

wood Goins ï 43 Recruits;  Ken Grant ï 27 Recruits and  Linda Johnson ï 27 Recruits.   We want 

to thanks each of these for their Recruiting efforts and encourage all Members to strive to become 

the Recruiter of the Year 2009. 

http://med.gwrra.org


MEMBERSHIP  ENHANCEMENT  Page 3  

 Melissa Eason, Executive Director for GWRRA has an-

nounced that Wing Ding 32 will be held in Des Moines, IA in 2010.   
 

                             ñMeet in the Middleò 

 

Editors note: Check out the dates and information on the web:  

                                www.gwrra.org  

News from the Home Office   

News 

from 

Melissa Eason 

Executive  

Director 

Vhmmdqr ne sgd ƏQhcckd Ld SghrƐ Bnmsdrs 

 The Membership Enhancement Division would like to thank all Member s who partici-

pated in the ñRiddle Me Thisò Contest in the Membership Enhancement Division Newsletter.  At 

Wing Ding 31 a prize drawing was held from all those who submitted correct answers to the rid-

dles.  The winner of the prize for the correct riddle answer was, Kathy Devine, Region K Director.  

A drawing was also held from all who submitted an answer that was incorrect.  Kathy Devine, 

Region K Director, was also the winner of this prize drawing.    

 The ñRiddle Me Thisò Contest is ongoing in the Membership Enhancement Division 

Newsletters.  Answers to the riddles should be submitted to Membership Enhancement Division 

Directors Ed and Linda Johnson, by email at MED4U@comcast.net .   A prize drawing will be 

held again at Wing Ding 32 in Des Moines.  We will have a drawing from the correct as well as 

the incorrect answers.   So you will have 2 chances to win.  Try your luck!    

 We would like to thank Fred and Clara Boldt, Membership Enhancement Division Admin-

istrative Assistants, for donating the MP3 player and Atlas Honda of Bristol, VA for the laser cut 

image of an 1800 Gold Wing paper weight as prizes this year. 

ñRiddle Me Thisò 

 

Different lights do make me strange thus into different sizes I will change.   

 

What am I?   

 

Email your answer to: med4u@comcast.net 
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 This is a very interesting question asked to all the Couples going up 

for International Couple of the Year, how would a person describe something 

as complex as this? 

 You would have to be a parent to really understand that question, 

GWRRA is like a child.  Conceived by Paul and Shirley years ago, together 

they had a dream from which a child was born named GWRRA.. 

 Like all children when it was born it only knew the parents, they took 

the child, taught it to laugh and cry, and while it was just learning to walk they held on tight to the child and made sure 

no harm would ever come to it. 

 This child was born in a turbulent time, the world around it seemed to be coming apart but this child grew 

stronger every day.   

 It was no different than any other child born, it would run and play with all the other kids in the park and 

sometimes would stumble and fall but that never stopped this child because it had such a strong will.  

 As the child named GWRRA grew older it would go to school and learn and accomplish all the necessary 

tasks for a child to grow up strong.  

 Elementary school was fun, lots of other kids in the same class but GWRRA seemed to have the positive 

attitude needed to excel, and as it matured it became a leader among so many other children and soon found itself 

advancing faster than the others until it was a young man.  

 All parents know the love they have for their children, itôs something you canôt buy or force upon anyone you 

have to earn it.   

 This child would develop into its own personality, guided by it parents but you can only lead a child for so 

long and they will go on its own.  

 Education is vitally important for any child, without it you would never get anywhere.  Education alone without 

experience is useless; GWRRA would combine both and grow into a strong leader.  

 GWRRA is as complex as any other anatomy; it would consist of, Skeletal System, Articular System, Muscu-

lar System, Nervous System and Cardiovascular System.  

 Itôs Executive Director and staff would become its brain, with the skeletal system that would reach around the 

world, aided by the muscular system of all the books, seminars, tapes and experience gained throughout the years. 

The editor would put all these things together in a way everyone would understand. 

 We wonôt even get into the nervous system! 

 Every child is a complex system of cells that it replenishes constantly, with the blood flowing through its Ar-

teries, and veins keeping the body alive.  Its Regional Directors and District Directors and chapter directors along with 

their assistants make sure that blood keeps flowing, becoming proficient in First Aid and if needed become and emer-

gency medical team ready at any giving time to save the childôs life. 

 The child known as GWRRA consists of Doctors, Pilots, Educators, Politianôs, and Policeman, fireman, Mili-

tary personal, computer technicians, construction workers and so many more. All brought together with one common 

denominator, Motorcycles.   

 The International Couple is the tool necessary to keep all the veins and arteries open and keep the blood 

flowing to prevent the heart from stopping.  I think they keep this child called GWRRA young and never let it forget 

FUN is how it all began. 

 So how would you describe the GWRRA to a new person, well the same way I would describe it to anyone 

new or old. 

 A way to stand alongside people of all walks of life around the world, to laugh, cry, experience life a way that 

only a few get to,  be part of a body of people and friends known as GWRRA where  fun times, hard times and even 

the rainy day times,  seem better with the child we know as GWRRA! 

Describe GWRRA to a New Person 

By: Bill and Donna Groh - Assistant District Directors - Kansas 




